Proclamations Proc. 7725

laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 19 through October
25, 2003, as National Character Counts Week. I call upon public officials,
educators, librarians, parents, students, and all the people of the United
States to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and
programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7725 of October 24, 2003
Protection From Pornography Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Pornography can have debilitating effects on communities, marriages, fami-
lies, and children. During Protection From Pornography Week, we commit
to take steps to confront the dangers of pornography.

The effects of pornography are particularly pernicious with respect to chil-
dren. The recent enactment of the PROTECT Act of 2003 strengthens child
pornography laws, establishes the Federal Government’s role in the
AMBER Alert System, increases punishment for Federal crimes against
children, and authorizes judges to require extended supervision of sex of-
fenders who are released from prison.

We have committed significant resources to the Department of Justice to in-
tensify investigative and prosecutorial efforts to combat obscenity, child
pornography, and child sexual exploitation on the Internet. We are vigor-
ously prosecuting and severely punishing those who would harm our chil-
dren. Last July, the Department of Homeland Security launched Operation
Predator, an initiative to help identify child predators, rescue children de-
picted in child pornography, and prosecute those responsible for making
and distributing child pornography.

Last year, I signed legislation creating the Dot Kids domain, a child-friendly
zone on the Internet. The sites on this domain are monitored for content
and safety, offering parents assurances that their children are learning in
a healthy environment. Working together with law enforcement officials,
parents, and other caregivers, we are making progress in protecting our
children from pornography.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 26 through Novem-
ber 1, 2003, as Protection From Pornography Week. I call upon public offi-
cials, law enforcement officers, parents, and all the people of the United
States to observe this week with appropriate programs and activities.

129



Proc. 7726 Title 3—The President

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7726 of October 24, 2003

United Nations Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The United Nations is a vital international arena for countries to cooperate
in pursuit of political, economic, and social freedoms. Founded by 51
Member countries after World War II, the organization has grown through
the years to include 191 Member States. On United Nations Day, we cele-
brate the organization’s founding principles of freedom, democracy, and
human rights, and we recognize the contributions of the United Nations to
improving lives around the world.

As an original signatory of the United Nations Charter, the United States
continues to advance the United Nations’ founding principles. We are
working with the United Nations to reduce conflicts around the world,
fight terrorism, abolish trafficking in persons, and support those in need,
including the people of Afghanistan and Iraq as they continue to build free
and stable countries. As we commemorate the 58th anniversary of the
United Nations, we honor the victims of the recent bombing of the United
Nations headquarters in Baghdad who worked to advance peace and free-
dom.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 24, 2003, as United
Nations Day. I urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Governor of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials of other areas under the
flag of the United States to honor the observance of United Nations Day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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